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Program Notes

Whether you live in a major city or remote hamlet, at night you probably
still look up at the sky in search of stars. We were all child stargazers, and
that wonder we first experienced is what I was after in my orchestra piece
Cosmic Dust. Nowadays, the Hubble Space Telescope provides images and
discoveries that stretch the limits of our imagination. Even when it points at
what seems an empty patch of space, it catches the light of over 3,000
galaxies formed at the beginning of the universe! These revelations make the
heavens seem even more impossibly beyond human scale and
understanding.

But then I heard Rabbi Harold Schulweis talking about mortality, and he put
a whole new perspective on our fascination with astronomy. He said that in
thinking of our short life span, we lament that we are but dust (we say “ashes
to ashes, dust to dust”). But we must remember, he challenged, dust is not
only the stuff of earth, but of stars as well. We ourselves comg from stars—
we are literally stardust, part of this eternal cosmic pageant. S@we look up at
night because we are drawn to our own origins. We gazesultimately at
ourselves.

Cosmic Dust is a single movement in four cemtimueus sections:
Magic Sky, Shooting Stars, Interstellar Dust, and dNova.

In Magic Sky, I ask the strings to play harmonics (“star music”). They create
high bell-like tones by touching the fimgers of their left hand very lightly on
the instruments. In Shooting Starsthe\strings use another effect called
ricochet where they throw the bow’against the string, almost like skipping
rocks over water. This section alsofeatures the timpani in more dramatic
music. Interstellar Dust takes its inspiration from those incredibly colorful
nebulae revealed by teleseepes. You’ll hear strings, woodwinds, and brass,
each play different €hotrds crossfading between each other. The calm inner
part of this s¢Ction featufes a violin solo. The final section—Nova—gathers
the materialifrom @listhe previous “star” music and bursts forth in a joyful
final fanfare.
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