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Whack-A-Mole
USA is a sardonic response to Donald Trump’s gaslighting to deny Russian interference
in the 2016 Presidential election. The piece opens with the flute riffing neurotical ly on the Star
Spangled
Banner and ultimately gets subsumed by the Russian National Anthem. However, both are fragmented and
rhythmically altered to the point that it does not ever rise to ful l consciousness.
         
          I  was contemplating that tragic, almost Dadaist moment at the 2018 Trump-Putin press conference in
Helsinki where Trump stood next to Russian President Vladimir Putin and proclaimed to the whole world that
he trusted Mr. Putin’s denial of Russian interference more than the conclusions of his own American
intel l igence agencies.

          The surface of Whack-A-Mole
USA is al l neurosis! In the first section, labelled “Hack Attack,” the flute
keeps getting “whacked” by the viola and bass whenever it tries to establish motifs from the Star
Spangled
Banner.  That flows into a second section, “Anxious scampering,” where al l three instruments chase each
other to exhaustion. The third section, “Normalization,” begins with the bass intoning motifs of the State
Anthem
of
the
Russian
Federation,  warping and bending the flute’s Star
Spangled
Banner fragments. The
viola joins the bass and the flute ultimately submits and joins the other two in the“Whack-A-Mole” motif.       
 

											Performance	Notes
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